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Our mission in God’s world  

 
May I speak, and we listen, in the name of God, Creator, Redeemer and Spirit. Amen. 
 
I want to talk to you today about mission. You may have had time before the service to browse through 
Connections and see my report on the NSW Provincial Mission Convention that was held two weeks 
ago in Canberra. Because of it, mission is at the forefront of my mind. 
 
As I studied the readings appointed for today, though, I wondered how they might relate to this topic. 
But with prayer and reflection, I began to discern some connections and insights that might be very 
relevant for us and our church right now.  
 
Our readings today focus largely on God’s power to heal in this troubled world, and I think that we 
relate strongly to this at St Mark’s – both through the power of prayer that Andre talked about last week 
and the loving relationships that are constantly shown to be such a strength in our Natural Church 
Development surveys. Just as Jesus encountered people in need of loving care and healing in our 
readings last week and this week, so have we over the past few years of our church’s life. And we have 
responded generously and supportively and effectively. That is certainly the message we have received 
from Chris, and from Melanie and Andre, and from others for whom we have prayed.  
 
But it has not been one-way. We, in turn, have been blessed with the opportunity, through their courage 
and openness to be vulnerable, to share their fears and sadness, to be allowed to help and care. As a 
church we are called to be imitators of Christ in this ministry – to build up and care for the Christian 
community. I think that over the past two years we have been able to provide that ministry and feel 
assured that we have responded to that call. 
 
We could just rest there. It feels good. And there is always plenty of trouble, sorrow, need, sickness and 
adversity, is there not.  
 
Let’s look again at our Gospel readings from the past two weeks – remembering this is the very 
beginning of Jesus ministry. It is just the first few days in his home turf around the Sea of Galilee – 
teaching, casting out demons, healing – and already his fame has spread far and wide, he is constantly 
surrounded by need. And what does Jesus do?  
 
As we read last week, he takes time to pray, to renew his fellowship with God and seek guidance. Yet 
the disciples take him to task! Look at all these people searching for him, wanting him. They expect him 
to respond with more of the same – there is plenty of work to do, right here!  
 
But Jesus’ response is to say – let’s go somewhere else, let’s not focus inward on what we already have 
here but outward on what is yet to be done. After prayer, he is re-focused on his mission. In a suburban 
church setting, such behavior might seem counter cultural, or simply nuts!. It clearly surprised and 
possibly outraged Jesus newly called disciples.  
 
Yet that is the other part of what we are called to do as imitators of Christ – yes, indeed, we are called to 
build up the Christian community, but also to change the world – not one or the other, but both. These 
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words are a direct quote from Bishop Stuart Robinson of Canberra Goulburn Diocese, the host for the 
Provincial Mission Convention, writing on Church leadership and the mission of God. 
 
Which brings me back to mission and ministry – and what this might mean for our church, here, today. I 
need to start by being very clear that “mission” is not just some Sydney initiative but a worldwide 
Anglican focus – and an increasingly important and urgent one. 
 
It seems to me timely to talk about these matters as we approach our parish Annual General Meeting on 
18th March. We need time to think about who we are, why we are here, what is our purpose. It would be 
good to give this serious thought over the next weeks, rather than just on the day. 
 
So let me share with you some of the messages from that Mission Convention, particularly from Rev 
Canon Phil Potter, from Liverpool Diocese in the UK, whose book The Challenge of Change is in our 
library – but has been snaffled by Chris just at present. 
 
Phil (and all the other lead speakers) made the challenging point that world is rapidly changing, and 
within it we can be more like refugees than the ambassadors of God’s Kingdom that we should be. His 
starting point is for us to search our hearts with particular attention to six issues – all conveniently 
beginning with the letter H. 
 
We need honesty: 
• to look at our church and world as they are today and perhaps to be able to let go of how they once 

were;   
• to acknowledge that all those commissions in Bible and Prayer Book still apply to us – to make 

disciples of the whole world, to shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father, … 
• to be clear about our purpose and examine our activities to see how they work towards that purpose; 
• to look at our Natural Church Development profile and accept that it tells us pertinent truths about 

how we are, so we can reflect on what we might become. 

We need humility: 
• not false modesty, not putting ourselves down – just an honest awareness that God works through 

ordinary, even weak people – but ones gifted by the Spirit with all that is needed for God’s work in 
the world; 

• but humility does require openness to seeking God’s help and direction, not trying to push our own 
visions and preferences, humility needs us to acknowledge that this is not Chris’s church, not my, 
not even our, church – but God’s church; 

We need hunger: 
• for the Kingdom – God’s vision of how this world should be under God’s sovereign rule 
• if we are truly to give our hearts to the Five Marks of Mission of the Worldwide Anglican 

Communion 
o to proclaim the Good News of the Kingdom; 
o to teach, baptize and nurture new believers; 
o to respond to human need by loving service; 
o to seek to transform the unjust structures of society; 
o to strive to safeguard the integrity of the creation and sustain and renew the life of the earth 

We need harmony: 
• to support each other and model community in a divided and divisive world; 
• to encourage team leadership and work together as we struggle to shape our church to mission, 

rather than shaping our mission to our church; 
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• giving thanks for and building on our strength in loving relationships, as we extend our growth into 
new areas. 

We may well need to hurt a bit: 
• as Paul reminds the Corinthians in his extended athletic metaphor – not that we need to win some 

race to be saved, but that God’s saving grace is not cheap grace (to use Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s term) 
– and our response should involve the sort of striving that elite athletes devote to reaching their goal; 

• we might even need to make some sacrifices – remembering the difference between offering and 
sacrifice as outlined by a pig walking with a chicken past an egg and bacon stall – what for the 
chicken is offering, for the pig is sacrifice; 

• I wonder what we might need to sacrifice – perhaps some of our comfort zone, some favourite ways, 
perhaps the need to be strong and in control, or to be successful when we’ve put in a huge effort. 

And we will need hope: 
• a real trust that we can dream the sorts of dreams that God wants us to dream and with God’s help, 

translate them into challenging and sometimes difficult plans that somehow get done, if we work 
together and pace ourselves to God’s time; 

• and, of course, we have assurance of that hope singing to us throughout the Bible, for example in 
God’s words in Isaiah 40.31: 

o but those who hope in the LORD  
will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles;  
they will run and not grow weary,  
they will walk and not be faint.  

As the next month goes by, can I ask you to think about these six issues of honesty, humility, hunger, 
harmony, hurt and hope in relation to the coming year in our church at St Mark’s and our mission in 
God’s world, even as we continue to love and care for each other in Christian community. 
 

_____________________________ 


